
MANASSAS BUSINESS COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
January 6, 2022 

 

 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Carmela Patrick, Bennett Whitlock, Christy Gilligan, 
Ross Snare IV, Scott Hepburn, Nicholas Pascale, 
Brea Stokes 

 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Sean Porter, Sartaj Randhawa 
 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Patrick Small, Director of Economic Development 
  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM  

 
Chair Carmela Patrick called the meeting to order. The meeting was held on Zoom and 
a quorum was present. 

 

MINUTES 

 
The Minutes of December 2nd were approved unanimously after a motion by Ross 
Snare which was seconded by Scott Hepburn.  There was no discussion. 
 

MANASSAS CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
Chief Doug Keen was the presenter.  The Chief spoke primarily about officer 
recruitment, staffing and training, as well as community policing and public relations. He 
noted the Department was fully staffed and able to retain officers.  The Chief attributed 
this to the community focused nature of the work, the culture in the City and PD, and 
the working environment.  He noted that while pay is less than most other regional 
Departments they were able to defy the challenges others were facing with recruitment 
and retention.  The Chief also mentioned the amount of support his agency receives 
from City Council and the community which he said increases employee morale. 
 
The Chief also spoke about the new public safety being constructed on Grant Avenue 
and the process by which the City’s Police Department is Nationally accredited as one 
of the top law enforcement agencies in America.  He noted that many of the 
accreditation standards involved adhering to policies and procedures which have been 
the topic of National debate and that his agency already implemented those best 
practices.  Several of the members thanked Chief Keen and asked him to let him know 
if there was anything the business community could do to support the MCPD. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Small updated the members on the renovation of City Hall noting the temporary 
locations for each of the City Departments and offices that were moving out of the 
building along with anticipated timelines. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Small reminded the members of their invitation to attend the Chamber’s Business 
Awards event in February and to let Heidi know if they wanted to participate. 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 1:05pm. 


